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Monitoring 
Period End 
Date Outfall Parameter Monitoring Units


Limit 
Value


 
Qualifi
er 


DMR 
Value


05/31/2016 001 Oxygen, dissolved [DO] MO MIN mg/L 4. = 3.2


06/30/2016 001 Oxygen, dissolved [DO] MO MIN mg/L 4. = 2.9


06/30/2016 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 10.


07/31/2016 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 9.52


07/31/2016 001 Solids, total suspended DAILY AV mg/L 90. = 103.


08/31/2016 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 10.


09/30/2016 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 13.76


10/31/2016 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 9.64


11/30/2016 001 BOD, 5-day, 20 deg. C DAILY AV mg/L 30. = 35.07


11/30/2016 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 9.93


12/31/2016 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 9.3


01/31/2017 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 9.8


02/28/2017 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 9.8


03/31/2017 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 9.73


04/30/2017 001 pH MAXIMUM SU 9. = 10.


04/30/2017 001 Solids, total suspended DAILY AV mg/L 90. = 104.61


Monitoring 
Period End 
Date Outfall Parameter Desc Monitoring Unit


Limit 
Value


Qualifi
er 


DMR 
Value


06/30/2016 001 Flow, in conduit or thru trea 2HR PEAK gal/min 173611 = 175625


07/31/2016 001 Chlorine, total residual MO MIN mg/L 1. = .96


07/31/2016 002 Chlorine, total residual MO MIN mg/L 1. = .96


07/31/2016 004 Chlorine, total residual MO MIN mg/L 1. = .96


07/31/2016 005 Chlorine, total residual MO MIN mg/L 1. = .96
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12/31/2016 001 Solids, total suspended DAILY MX mg/L 40. = 102.


12/31/2016 002 Solids, total suspended DAILY MX mg/L 40. = 60.


12/31/2016 004 Solids, total suspended DAILY MX mg/L 40. = 60.


12/31/2016 005 Solids, total suspended DAILY MX mg/L 40. = 60.


02/28/2017 001 Nitrogen, ammonia total [asDAILY MX mg/L 7. = 9.85


02/28/2017 002 Nitrogen, ammonia total [asDAILY MX mg/L 7. = 9.85


02/28/2017 004 Nitrogen, ammonia total [asDAILY MX mg/L 7. = 9.85


02/28/2017 005 Nitrogen, ammonia total [asDAILY MX mg/L 7. = 9.85








 


SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM 


WATER QUALITY MONITORING PROGRAM in 2013 CONSENT DECREE 


 


On October 15, 2013, a Consent Decree was entered in the U.S. District Court, Western District of Texas, 


San Antonio Division.  The CD resolved government’s claim for injunctive relief to address the violations 


of Clean Water Act and its NPDES permits, primarily due to sewer system overflows (SSOs). The CD also 


required the San Antonio Water System (SAWS) to conduct a water quality study of its selected storm 


water system outfalls before they discharge to waters of the U.S.  The purpose of the study was to 


quantify selected pollutants including human bacteroidales (human marker) in the POTW’s storm water 


discharges with an objective to establish a connection between the pollutants from SSOs being 


discharged to the waters of the U.S.  The study conducted by SAWS revealed a close correlation 


between the pollutants in storm water discharged to waters of the U.S. with the pollutants contributed 


from the SSOs.  The dry weather samples collected by SAWS were detected 40 percent positive and the 


wet weather samples were 86 percent positive for human bacteroidale. The presence of human 


bacteroidale in storm water samples is an indication of the contamination of storm water and the 


receiving waters from raw sewage or SSOs. 


 


Ever since SSO cases became a priority, EPA had been striving to determine the impact of SSOs on 


nation’s waters.  Investigating conventional pollutants including E.coli to establish a connection between 


SSOs and the impairment of water quality was not enough proof since such pollutants are contributed 


by other species also.  This study is one of the earliest investigation by EPA by the use of human marker 


which establishes a definitive correlation between SSOs and water quality degradation.  In future, EPA 


may use this methodology to enforce a required goal of SSO corrective program by a municipality.   


     





